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Jain monks took a keen interest in the spiritual uplift of the 
common people. To make their difficult philosophy accessible to 
the layman, they used the medium of stories. 

Most of the stories teach that meritorious acts bring pro- 
sperity and evil acts untold misery. According to Jain philosophy, 
man is the master of his own lestiny. He reaps what he sows. 
No outside force can help him get what he does not deserve, 
nor can‘it prevent him from getting what he does deserve. 

The story of King Shuklapaksha has an underiying allegory. 
Shuklapaksha literally means the bright half of a lunar month 
and Krishnapaksha, the dark half. The king symbolises good and 
the minister evil. The confrontation between the two, and the 
ultimate triumph of good over evil, is the subject of this story. 
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THE KING IN A PARROTS BODY 



LONG, LONG, AGO THERE WAS A NOBLE KING CALLEP SHUKLAPAKSHA WHO RE/GNEP OVER 
A OTV CALLEP PRITHVISHUSHANA. HE WAS SO PURE OF HEART THAT HE COULP NEVER 
SEE BAP IN ANOTHER. HE HAP A MINISTER, KRISHNAPAKSHA, WHO, SAP TO SAV, WAS A 
W/CKEP MAN. 

b----- 



1 


















































































amar c hit ra katha 


I AM GLAD VØU LIKE 
1T,7CUR MAJESTy. IT 
IS THE FASTEST 
STEEP IN THE WORLP. 


(iWpI 


AS THE KING EMMINED THE HORSE, AN EVIL PLAN TOOK SHAPE IN THE MINISTERS MIND. 


I IT MAV BE FAST, BUT 
IT IS STILL WILP.THAT’S 
ITM’LL ASK THE KING 
\ TO TRY THE HORSE. f (y/ 
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BEFORE THE MERCHANT COULD UTTER 
A WORD, THE KING WAS ON THE HORSE- 


AN EXCELLENT 
IPEA! > 


WHV PON'T V OU 
TRY IT RIGHT 
AWAY, WUR 
MAJESTY 
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THE KING IN A PARROTS BODY 


OH,NO»THESTEEP 
NEEPS TO GET U5EP 
TOHIM.THE KING 
WILL KILL HIM5ELF', 


THEN I WILL BE T 
KING! I'LL WAIT FOR 
A FEW PAYS TO 
MAKE SURE HE'6 i 
V PEAPJ J, 



iy;|nf 

i 

if.fiH 

& 




MEftNWHILE.fi FEW COURTIERS IMMEDIATEL Y 
MOUNTED THE/R STEEDS AND WENT OUT 
AFTER THE KING. ,- , mmsam * 



BUT THE KING AND H/5 HORSE WERE 
FAR, FAR AWA'T, IN A DEN5E FOREST. 
TOWARPS 

HE'S SLOWING 
DOWN, THANK GOD! 
HE SEEMS TO BE 

I 

»THAT 
WAS QUITE 
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l’VE LOST MV 
HORSE. AND THERE’S 
NOT A SOUL IN 
SIGHT. 
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THE KING IN A PARROT S BODY 
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THE KING THEN TOLP HIM WHO HE W *95 ANP HOW HE HAPPENEP TO &E THEPE 


I AM G RATE FUL 
TO vOU, 
v HOLy ONE. , 


WHV PON'T WOU 
COM E ANP SPENP 
THE NIGHT AT 
. MV HUT ? < 


r THE HERMIT HAS A 
GUEST ! HOW REGAL 16 
HI5 BEARING » HE MUST 
L. BE A KING I > 


WHEN THEY REACHEP THE HUT- 


~ THE VERV 
GOPPESS OF GOOP 
FORTUNE! WHY 
POES SHE LEAP 
THE LIFE OF 
\ A RECLUSE ? / 



I MUST MAKE 
HER My 
. QUEEN! J 


Wwr» 


THE KING " 
SEEMS SMITTEN 
BV THE MAIPI 
















































ONE PAY, A V/PYAPHARA FLEW /NTO HER FATHER 'S FALACE 


* DEMtGOPS 




























































AND CARR/ED NIUR/TTf AVOAY. 


“HEARING HER SCREAMS, HER FATHER 
RUSHED OUT ... i—-— 


HELP! 

HELP? 


■gggigjg 



AND GALLOPEP APTER THEM 


‘THE VIDNADHARA TURHED ROUHD 
AND SAW THE RING" r~ -— 


OH! OH I IT’S HER 
FATHER! l’P PETTER 
GET RID OF THE 
—GIRL./C^ 


HE DROPPED HER IN FRONT OPRIV HERMITAGE AND FLED FOR HIS LIFE 
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BUT IF I AM PEL/WEP; 
PLEASE MARRV HER. 
TO A WORTHV /MAN. 

HE MUST POSSE9S 
THE POWER OF 
£NTERINcS ft PEflP 
Bopy.^,—— 


"/) FEW MINUTES LATER HER FATHER - 
CAME UP.” " • 

-^pgæSif |’M (301NQ AFTER THE 

^^ pK MH BWBar rascal anp will not' 

BE BACK TILL HE IS 
CAUGHT ANP PUNISHEP. 
[H^ \ PLEASE LOOK AFTER 
FW** V MV PAUGHTER TILL 

‘ » N. I RETURN • v. 


IT’S MANV VEARS SINCE 


THIS HAPPENEP- IT SEEMS AS 
IF HE WILL NOT RETURN• 

, ANP’ SHE IS STILL . 

k. UNMARRIEP. < 


r OSAGE, 

I WOULP GLAPLV 
MARRV HER-— 





























THE KING IN A PARROTS BODY 



WELL,VOU ARE , 
CERTAINLY A PESERV- 
ING PERSON. IF ONLV 
VOU HAD THE POWER 
TO ENTER A PEAP 


I MUST MAKE HER 
fl\Y OUEEN. ISN’T 



I LL do as vou 

SAV, HOLY ONE 
ONLV LET HER 
COM E WITH.ME. 


ALL RIGHT. VOU /WAV ’ 
MARRY HER. BUT TILL 
VOU ARE IN POSSESSION 
OF THE POWER PO NOT 
TAKE HER INTO THE . 
INNER APARTMENTS / 
OF VOUR PALACE- / 



SO THE KING MARRIEP MUR/TT/ 


JUST THEN THE COURTIERS WHO HAD FOLLOWEP THE KING FOUND THEIR WAV TO 
THE HUT. IT HAP TAKEN THEM A LONG TIME TO REACH THE PLACE • ,--- 


* V WE HAVE 
FOUND THE 
KING! a 


THANK GOP 
HE IS SAFE ! 
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gllfi / J 
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WEARE HONOURED, VOUR 


MAJESTV.TWO OF US WILL RIDE 
ON AHEAD AND INFORM THE Å 
.MINISTER THAT V OU ARE JM 


AH I MV MEN! VOll’VE 
COME JUST IN TIME 
TO ESCORT 
US HOME- y 



SOON THE PARTY MS REAPY^ 70 SET OFF. 

1 REMEMBER Y I WON'T FORSET. I WILL 
■'ty 4 THE 1 DO ALL I CAN TO 

CONDITION! Aacquire THE power^ 




THE MINISTER SEEMS TO SE AN 

EVILMAN- IF HE CARED FOR THE 
KINOS SAFETV HE WOULD NOT 
HAVE A6KEP HIM TO MOUNT A 
'SsL. STEED THAT HAD NOT 
ff&v. ÆSk FIRST BEEN J 

tamed. /-r 


SUT SHE PIP NOT VOICE HER THQUSHTS 


WHEN THE KINO TOLP HER THE STORY — 
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THE KING IN A PARROTS BODY 




PRETENPING TO BE HHPPV, THE MINISTER. RUSHED OUT TO OREET THE KING. 
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SHE’S THE MOST 
BEAUTIFUL WOMAN 
l’VE EVERSEEN. , 


OH! 50 THIS IS-HIM! l’M NOW 

SURE THAT HE 15 AN EVIL 
j|r^. MAN . I MUST WARN MV 
HUSBANP ABOUT HIM, 

soon . rf 


'AND HE WALKED SLOWLH UP TO THEM 


THIS IS MV 
MINISTER, 
KRISHNA- 
PAKSHIKA. 


LATER, INSIDE HIS PALACE THE KtNG 
SA T &ROOPING OVER HIS PROBLEM . 

WHAT SHALL I PO? HOW AM I TO "S 
ACQUIRE THE POWER ? l'LL HAVE ) 
, TO CONFIPE IN KRISHNAPAKSHIKA ,J 


//THE QUEEN WILL LIVE AT 
/AtHE PALACE IN THE ROVAL 
y[> - - - 'PARK. V 1 

'how STRANQE 1/ 

WHV NOT IN HIS ) . / 
PALACE ? ANVVWAV, 

. »lii soon UJ&å r 
SseS know. Jåmr\ 
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THE KING IN A PARROT'S BODY 



WHEN THE MINISTER HEflRD THE WtiOLE 
STORY FROM THE KING — 


r THAT MEANS NIVRITTI 
WILL BELONG TO THE 
MAN WHO ACQUIRES 



WHAT SHALL I DO ? 
TO WHOM SHOULP 
v l TURN ? > 


BUT IN WHATEVER 
WAV VOU GET IT, 
l>T00, SHALL GET 
IT, ANP MAKE 
NIVRITTI MY WIFE! 



I HAVE AN I DE A .LET US 
BU ILD A FREE 
REST-HOUSE FØR HOLY 
MEN•AMØNG THOSE 
WHO VISIT IT, WE 
MIGHT FINP ONE 
WHO CØULD 
HELP US. 








































































































WE MUST TRY 
&OME OTHER 
I MEANS AS WELL 
ANP NOT PEPENP 
ØNLV ON HOLy 
V MEN. „ > 
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THE NERT PAV,ON HIS WAV TO THE 
THE MINISTER. SAW A STRANQER. 


MERCHANT.I LOVE TO 
TRAVEL. I HAVE 
SEEN MANV STRANGE 
THINGS AND MET MANV 
INTERESTING PEOPLE. 


7 WHO ARE y OU, SIR ? 

I HAVE NEVER SEEN 


SOMETHING 
IS BOUND TO 
HAPPEN. WE’LL 
KEEP TRyiNG.. 



SEEN MANV STRANGE 
THINGS... MET MANV 
INTERESTING PEOPLE — 
SEEN MANV STRANGE 
THINGS-.- ) 



i have,too.he’s 


Tm sure you 

HAVEN’T MET A 
MAN WHO COULP 
ENTER A PEAP 
v Bopy! 


A VOGI. BUT HE IS 
PIFFICULT TO REACH 







































































THE KING IN A PARROT'S BODY 



THE MINISTER. CQULPN’T BEUEVE WS> 


I MUST MEET THIS 
VOGI, NO MATTER 
HOW PIFFICULT IT 
MAV BE TO REACH 



ALL RIGHT. LISTEN CAREFULLV. 
ABOUT NINETY-SIX MILES FROM 
MV CITY THERE ARE TWO PALM 
TREES ON EITHER SIDE OF A 
PATH WHICH LEADS 
INTO A DENSE 


-? 



ON ONE OF THEM 15 PERCHED 
A CROW AND ON THE OTHER, 

A SWAN. AS VOU <30 DEEP 
INTO THE FOREST VOU WILL SEE 
A MOUNTAIN. Å 


ANP 

THEN? 
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50 THE MINISTER. WENT TO THE KING ANP 
TPLP HIM EVERYTHING • p=-- 

BUT IN WHICH CITY POES THE 
CARPET-MERCHANT LIVE ? 
WE CAN’T FIND THE PLACE 
v UNLESS WE KNOW THAT. , 


THE MINISTER MAS PISMAYEP TO 
HEAR THAT. r—r --- 


WE GOULD SET 
OUT RIGHT 
V fås) AWAV. y 


^A YOGI WILL NOT 
TRUST ME.I WILL 
HAVE TO TAKE THE 
KING AND THEN 
\ USE MY WITS. . 


WHEN THE MERCHANT MAS BROUGHT 
BEFORE THE KINO — n-r-f -77 - 


THE MINISTER. FEU FOOL/SH 


IN MY EXCITEMENT I FORGOT 
TO ASK HIM THAT, YOUR 
MAJESTY. I’LL BRING J 
V HIM HERE. K 


YOU FORGOT TO 
GIVE US THE 
LOCATION OF YOUR 
CITY, MY GOOD 
MAN- y 


IT’S SIMPLE, YOUR MAJESTY 


AFTER YOU LEAVE YOUR KING DOM, 
YOU WILL PASS THROUGH TWÉLVE 
VILLAGES,NINE CITIÉS ANP FIVE 
v TOWNS - BEYOND THAT LIES y 
MY CITY. 







H / \ V) 


































































THE KING IN A PARROT'S BODY 



AS SOON AS THE MERCHANT LEFT, THE 
KING WENT WITH THE GOOD NEWS TO 
N/URITTI 


' I AM DELIGHTED WITH 
OUR GOOD FORTUNE. BUT 
I PO NOT TRUST YOUR 
MINISTER • HE IS CRAFTY, 
MALICIOUS AND UNQRATE- 
FUL.VOUR VERY LIFE 
\ WILL BE IN PANSER IF 
\X VOU TAKE HIM WITH 
>A>>. VOU- 


THE MINISTER AND 
I WILL SET OUT 
IMMEDIATELY TO 
FIND THE VOGI. , 




THE KING ACCORDINGLY SENT FOR HIS 
MINISTER. 

I’LL GO ALONE. 

| WANT VOU 
LOOK AFTER 
THE Kl NS DOM 
WHILE I AM 
AWAV. 


HOW CAN I LET VOU 
GO ALONE,VOUR 
MAdESTV? THE 
COURTIERS CAN 
LOOK AFTER THE 
KINGPOM WHILE 





















































































NOW OONCERNEP HE 
15 ABOUT /KV SAFEiyj 
NIVRITTI MU5T BE 
MI5TAKEN ABOUT 



omar chitra katha _ 

THE TWO SET OUT AND AFTER TRAVELLING A LONG 



' THERE ARE THE TWO 
FALM TREE5 J THE CROW 
15 NOT THERE BUT THE 
SWAN 15! THIS MUST BE 
V THE FOREST! V 



THEV ROPE UP THE AAOUNTAIN AND SOON 
REACHED THE TOP • p- 


THEV MADE THE/R WAV THROUGH THE 
FOREST. SUDDENLV — j- 


CAN VØU SEE 
THAT SHINING 
V FIGURE ? y 


y&s,iT’s 
THE yOGI 


LOOK,THE 

mountain! 









































THE KING IN A PARROT'S BODY 




THEV SAT BEFORE THE TOGI WHO MS 
DEEP IN MEDITATION • \ - 


I LET’S WAIT HERE TILL HE 


OPENS 


EVESAND y 




FOR PATS THE VOGIIGNORED THEM BUT. 
THE KING ANP THE MINISTER 
INA/TEQ PATIENTEN. I- 



AT LAST, ONE DAV, THE 'TOGI SPORE TO 
THE RING, IGNORING THE MINISTER- 


i m PLEASEP 
WITH VOU. 
ASK FOR A 
v BOON- 
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THE NEXT MOMENT 


hOLV ONE, 
I TOO CRPNB 
TH15 POWER 


O HOLV ONE, A 
GIVE ME THE 
POWER TO ENTER 
. A PEAP BOPy. j 


PIP NOT EVEN LOOK PST H!M. HE APDRES5ED 7HE K/NG 


THE VOG!, HOWEVER ■ 


I AM WILLING TO GIVE IT 


TO VOU BUT NOT TO THAT 
MAN • HE 15 NOT FIT TO 
P05SES5 THI5 POWER I 


CONTROL H!S> PISAPPOINTMENT 


THE MINISTER. COULP NOT 


I NEED THE POWER TO 
HONOUR a conpition.whv 
DOE5 HE WANT IT ? WELL, 
WHATEVER THE REASON,^ 
IF HE WANT5 IT HE,TOO, Æ 
\ 5HALL HAVE IT- , tf 












































THE KING IN A PARROT'S BODY 



BUT THE HIND KING REFUSED TO BEL/EUE THAT H/6 MINISTER WOULD HARM H/M . 

f HOLV 5IR, I TRUST \ 

( HIM.PLEASE LET HIM 
V HAVE THE POWER / 
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THE K/NG ANP HIS MINISTER. SET OUT ON 
THE/R RETURN JOURNEY . A FEW PAYS 
LATER, THEY CAME TO A POOL — 




SUPPEN LY THEN SPIEP SOMETHING 
BEH/NP A THICK SHRUB ■ i- 


f WNAT’S THIS? 

A PEAD ELEPHANT! 
HERE IS AN OPPORTU- 
NITY TO TEST MY 
i NEW LY ACQUIRED J 
S. POWER | 




l’M GOING TO ENTER 
THE BOPY OF THIS 
ELEPHANT. PLEASE 
TAKE CARE OF MY 
BODY TILL I COME 
BACK- 


DREAMT ITWOULD 
BE 50 EASY TO 
GET rid OF 
HIM! 


THE NEAT MOMENT THE PEAP ELEPHANT 
CAME ALIUE • • - 









































THE MNU IN A PARROT'S BODY 



AND WANDERED IN70 THE FOREST. 


THERE HE GOESJ 
I MUST BE QUICK 
AND ENTER 
HIS BODy. r 



MAKING A PYRE, THE MINISTER IN THE 
KING’S BODY BURNED HIS OWN BODY. 
HE THEN CONT/NUED HIS JOURNEY . 


THE NEKT MOMENT — 


NOW l'D BETTER 
DESTROy Mi DIS- 
CA RDED BODy 
ONCE AND 
FOR ALL. 



MEANWHILE, THE K/NG IN THE ELEPHANTS 
BODY RETURNED AND FOUND BOTH HIS 
BODY AND HIS MINISTER MISSING. 


I DO NOT TRU5T 
yOUR MINISTER. 
HE IS CRAFTy.... 


DONT TRUST 
HIM. IF I GIVE THE 
POWER TO HIM 
VOUR LIFE WILL 
BE IN DANGER I 
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THEN HE WENT TO NIUR/TT/’S 
PALACE IN THE ROYAL PARN;. 


MEANWHILE, A3 SOON AS THE MINISTER IN THE 
KING'S BODV REACHED THE PALACE HE SENT 
FOR THE COURTIERS . i-; 


THERE ISA ROGUE 
ELEPHANT ABOCIT.IF HE 
ENTERS THE CITY, KILL 
HIM IMMEPIATELy. j 


AH! NIVRITTI 
l'M BACK. 


yts, VOUR 

MAJESTY. 


I CAN'T BEUEVE 
■v IT! _r 


ALAS! HE LOST 
HIS UFE, WHILE 
SAVING MINE? 


WHERE 

IS HE? 


' I AM HAPPy 
to seé you.My 
lorp! pip you 

*GET THE 

POWER? 


OH,yEs,i pip! 

BUT WHILE 
RETURNING, WE 
WERE CHASEP 
By A LION.My 
NOBLE MINISTER 
SAVEP My LIFE. 


































































































THE KING IN A PARROT'S BODY 




HOWEVER, 5HE PRETENDED TO BEL/EVE 


UGH I FEEL 
FOR THE 
MINISTER | AM 
HARPV TO SEE 
VOU ALI VE AND 
9UCCESSFUL IN 



...BUT WhEN yOU 
LEFT I TOOK A VOW 
AND IT WILL TAKE ME 
A FEW MORE DAYS 
TO FULFIL IT. DURING 
THIS TIME VOU MUST. 
NOT MEET ME. / 


FULFIL VOUR VOW 
By ALL MEANS. I’L‘L 
COME TO VOU WHEN 
v IT IS OVER. 
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ARAVNG THEMSELVES THE'i BEGAN TO CHASE THE KING IN THE ELEPHANT S BODV 


IT WOULC? BE FOOLISH 
TO TRV MY STRENGTH 
AGAINST S O MANY 
ARMED MEN - BUT 
V WHAT SHALL I DO? - 


AH 1 A DEAD 
PEER! IFIENTER 
rrs SODY 
I CAN RUN 
•- FASTER! , 


SUDDENLT 


HE BEG AN TO RUN FOR HIS LIFE 


k 


















































THE KING IN A PARROT S BODY 




THANK GOD] 
THEV DID NOT 
NOTICE /VIE I I'LL 
FLY TO DEAR 
t NIVRITTI’5 
>-, PALACE. 
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VOU ARE 
RIGHT. I COULP 
GET AT LEAST 
A LAKH OF 
RUPEES^-^y 


THIS 15 NO ' 
PREAM. VOU 
CAN SELLME 
FOR A LOT 
OF MONEV-/ 


THE KiNG IN THE PARRL 
SOME QUICK THINKING 


THI 5 BIRP 
TALK5! 

I /V»U5T BE 


IF VOU PO AS 
I TELL VOU, 

VOU OAN MAKE 
A LOT OF MONEV. 


»fl PREAMING* 


HT THE MÅRRET PLACE, THE B/RO SPOTTE/? NIV RITTES MA!Q_ 


V VES, HE ISA TALK- 


HOW IS VOUR 
MI5TRES5?IS 
SHE ALL RIGHT? 


ING BIRP- VOU CAN 
HAVE HIM FOR A LAKH 
OF RUPEES.y— 


r HE IS 
TALKING 
. TO ME! 


RAN TO NIVRITTI AND TOLO 


THE MA!O 


' I MUST BUV 
THAT. BIRP!GO 
TO THE KING 
ANP ASK HIM 
FOR THE MONEV. 


...ANP PON’T 
THINK l’M MAP! 
I HEARP THE 
PARROT WITH 
MV OWN EARS- 


5 

É 

\Sjut 


W&i 

m 

p 

u 






rf&Mm 































































































THE KING IN A PARROT'S BODY 




THE MA/D RETURNED ANP REPORTED HIS 
ANSWER TO THE QUEEN — 


ONE LAKH FOR 
A MERE PARROT! 

I PON’T HAVE 
MONEV TO THROW 
s^. AWAV! > 


THE KING ,MV 
HUSBAND 
NEVER PENY ME 
ANVTHING .THAT 
MAN 15 NOT MV 
HUSBAND. 



BUV THAT BIRD 
ANP BRING IT TO 
MEATONCE. . 


/ l’M SURE IT 
WILL HELP ME 
SOLVE THE 
MV5TERy.^srv 


5HE TOOK OUT SOPIE MONEV AND GAVE IT 
TO HER MA/D- 



MEANWH/LE, THE MINISTER IN THE 
GU/SE OF THE RING BECAME SUSPI- 
C/OUS- [■ 

WHV PIP THE QUEEN 
WANT TO BUY SUCH 
A C05TLV BIRP ? 

THERE MUST BE 
SOMETHING TO IT. 

I’LL GO AND 
QUESTION HER. 
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THE AMID HAS 
BOUGHT THE BIRD! 
I MUST PREVENT IT 
FROM REACHING 
THE QUEEN’S r- 
. HÅNDS. r^Å 


HE INENT TO THE QUEEN’S PflLHCE 
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THE KING IN A PARROT'S BODY 



SHE WEPT 60 BITTERLV THAT THE MINISTER. 
P/DH’T KNOW WHAT TO DO-AT LAST — 


ALL RIGHT J GIVE 
a ME A FEW /MINUT¬ 
ES AND l’LL BRING 
VOUR PARROT 
. BACK TO LIFE. A 



HE WENTINTO THE NEKT ROOM 
WITH THE PEAP PARROT. THEN, 
LEAVING THE KING ’S BODY... 



...HEENTERED THE PARROT’S BODV AND 
FLEW BACK INTO THE OOEEN’S ROOM. 



MEANWHILE — 


I NE'/ER DREAMT 
THAr THINGS WOULD 
WORK OUT SO WELL- 


THE KING LEFT THE 8EE AND ENTERIN6 
HIS OWN BODV AT LAST... 



HE WENT TO HIS QUEEN 


NIVRITTI! 


MY LORPI 


I VE \ 
BEEN ) 
DUPED! ) / 
























































give me that parrot. i’ll 

WRING IT5 NECK AND GET 
RIP OF THE EVIL CREATURE 
V FOR EVER. Så 


umur inmn wmu 


THE KINO TOLD HER THE WHOLE STORY OF WHAT HAD HAPPENED DURINO THE 
JOURNEY IN SEARCH OF THE SPECIAL POWER. 



WHV DO VOU WANT TO 
BURDEN yOURSELF WITH 
THE SIN OF KILLING HIM ? 
LEAVÉ HIM TO HIS OWN 
FATE .SETTER STILL,WE’LL 
PUT HIM IN AN IRON CAGE 
SO THAT HE WILL NOT BE 
ABLE TO DO ANV MORE / 
MISCHIEF WITH THIS / 
PRECIOUS POWER- 
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